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Antioch DSP+LUE/Zoning Update Stakeholder Interview Summary 
	Stakeholder
	Contact Information

	1. Stakeholder Company:
	Equity Real Estate Solutions

	2. Name:
	Linda Martin

	3. Address:
	181 Sand Creek Road, Suite L, Brentwood, CA 94513

	4. Phone Number:
	(925) 323-7732

	5. Email:
	

	6. Business Type:
	Commercial Real Estate

	7. Number of Employees:
	

	8. Specific Properties of Interest:
	Downtown Antioch and Lone Tree Corridor

	Downtown Specific Plan Issues
	Opinions

	9. #1 Constraint to Investment
	Development of businesses along freeway and in southeast Antioch have pulled businesses from Downtown.

	10. #2 Constraint to Investment
	Not safe to shop in Downtown Antioch.

	11. #3 Constraint to Investment
	Constant negative media attention to crime in Antioch is a separate issue of concern which adversely affects decision of businesses on where to locate.

	12. #4 Constraint to Investment
	Economic development and planning staff not on the same page in terms of messages being given to prospective businesses in Downtown Area.  Key issues include:  (1) Need for use permits for professional uses on ground floor; (2) Triggering of historic resource protection requirements; (3) Triggering of CEQA for small projects; and (4) Long and costly permit review process.

	13. #5 Constraint to Investment
	Restaurant uses discouraged due to high cost of hook-up ($30-40,000); need funding to subsidize this cost as means of attracting restaurants.

	14. #1 Opportunity/Amenity
	Vacancies have declined in Downtown since 2009, and rents have stabilized.  Leases are running 2 to 3 years in length, and prices have stabilized to roughly $1 per square foot net (some have crested above $1).

	15. #2 Opportunity/Amenity
	There are several important Downtown properties along 2nd Street which can be reused for higher uses.

	16. #3 Opportunity/Amenity
	Dance studio uses, arts studio uses, antique stores all in demand.


	17. #4 Opportunity/Amenity
	601 G Street recently foreclosed by bank; property now available and is great site.

	18. What Incentives Should be Provided to Stimulate Economic Development in Downtown Antioch?
	Funding to overcome burden of sewer hook-up fees; revise zoning to allow offices.

	19. Is more Downtown Housing Needed / What Type?
	Yes.  The 1.3 acre RFP site should be developed with retail and high density market rate housing.

	20. What Do Competitors Offer That’s Missing in Downtown Antioch?
	

	21. What Are the Key Factors Influencing Whether to Locate a New Business in Antioch?
	Crime, negative media, unsupportive business environment fueled by permit process.

	22. What Can Be Done to Improve the Appeal of Downtown Antioch as a Place to Locate a Business or Build New Housing?
	Offices should be allowed by right in Downtown on ground floor.  Incidental sale of cigarettes for convenience store in Downtown should not be precluded.

	LUE & Zoning Issues
	Opinions

	23. #1 Constraint to Investment
	

	24. #1 Opportunity/Amenity
	See below.


	25. What New Businesses Are Most Needed in Antioch
	Medical and dental offices throughout Antioch; however, parking is in short supply in certain locations.  An urgent care clinic in demand.  A dollar store would be popular.  Do not need more salons in Downtown Area.  Consider themed collection of businesses focusing on interior design (carpet stores, flooring, lighting, interior design, etc.).  A pharmacy and health food stores are needed in Downtown. 

	26. Changes Needed in the Development Review & Permit Process? 
	Simplify for Downtown businesses; eliminate need for use permits for professional uses.

	27. What Kind of Housing Products Are Most Needed in Antioch in the Coming Years?
	High density ownership housing.

	28. What Can Antioch Do to Improve the Local Business Environment?
	See above.
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